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Sidney Lawrence 
The title of Sidney Lawrence’s “Variety Show” refers not only to the 
multiple formats — such as drawing, painting and sculpture — but 
also to the D.C. artist’s varied interests, among them dogs, cities 
and art history. Lawrence’s University of California Washington 
Center exhibition visits some new places but depicts them in 
familiar ways. 

D.C. artist Sidney Lawrence’s “World (after Del 
Piombo),” at the University of California Washington Center.  
 
         There are multiple views of Washington’s Mall, a longtime 
Lawrence motif, and prints of Georgetown’s churches and 
synagogue. Self-portraits hang alongside work in the styles of 
Italian Renaissance painters and contemporary text artist Jenny 
Holzer.  
 



 Lawrence’s “Becoming Giacometti 
 
        Aside from the artist’s usual themes, what links it all is whimsy. 
An aerial view of Brasilia’s monumental core is cut out to emphasize 
the design’s birdlike shape and underpinned with fake grass. Even 
when affecting a godlike vantage, Lawrence doesn’t take his 
viewpoint very seriously. 
 
Variety Show: Sidney Lawrence On view through Dec. 8 at 
the University of California Washington Center, 1608 Rhode 
Island Ave. NW. sidneylawrenceart.com 
 

 


