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“Red Alert,” one of the larger pieces in “D.C. & California,” is an 
aerial view of a favorite Sidney Lawrence subject, the Mall. The 
Capitol dominates the drawing, but in the background, the red-
tinted view expands all the way to Manhattan, where the World  
Trade Center burns. It’s an unusually somber image for Lawrence, 
whose work usually depicts a benign universe of happy dogs,  
walkable streets and treasured memories. 

Originally from San Francisco, Lawrence has lived in       
 



 
 
Washington for nearly 40 years. Both cities figure in his  
current show at the University of California Washington  
Center’s Alcove Gallery, where playful drawings and  
paintings sometimes burst into the third dimension.  
The artist keeps returning to the Golden Gate Bridge  
and the Mall, and his cityscapes sometimes meld into  
faces or each other. In one of his most appealing visions, 
Washington’s left bank contains not Rosslyn but the  
Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe and Sacre Coeur. 
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On view through Oct. 31 at the University of California Washington 
Center’s Alcove Gallery, 1608 Rhode Island Ave NW; 
sidneylawrenceart.com 
 
	
  


